
'How assessment can contribute to 
improving learning outcomes in 

Sub-Saharan Africa'



A shifting focus

“The SDG 4 agenda has rightly shifted the 

focus from the quantity (e.g. the number of 

children in school), which was a feature of the 

Millennium Development Goals that preceded 

the SDGs, to the quality and equity of 

education.”

PISA for Development Brief 17, OECD



Target: 4.1 

By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys complete free, equitable and quality primary and 

secondary education leading to relevant and effective learning outcomes

Indicator 1.

Proportion of children and young people: (a) in grades 2/3; (b) at the end of 

primary; and (c) at the end of lower secondary achieving at least a minimum 

proficiency level in (i) reading and (ii) mathematics, by sex

How verified? 2.
Administration of a nationally representative learning assessment (i) during 

primary (ii) at the end of primary and (iii) at the end of lower secondary education

“Unpacking Sustainable Development Goal 4 Education 2030”  

UNESCO Monitoring Indicators for SDG4 Targets



Types of Assessment

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT
- Teacher based
- Peer assessment
- Self-evaluation

Tends to be forward looking

SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT
- National tests
- School exams
- End of year tests

Tends to be backwards looking



Why the value of assessment can be diminished
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Learning Oriented Assessment 
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Learning objectives

Learning Oriented Assessment in practice

External assessment



Use of measurement scale for standardisation

Measurement 

scale

40

50

60

70

80

90

30

Learners 

located on 

scale

Tests at 

appropriate 

level

Test 1

Test 2

Test 3



Learning objectives

Curriculum
Task

Learning Oriented Assessment in practice

In classOut of  class



Learning objectives

Teacher
observation

Task

Learning Oriented Assessment in practice

Activity
completion

Feedback

Curriculum



Learning objectives

Interpretation

Informal record

Activity 
completion

Teacher
observation

Task

Record

Feedback

Learning Oriented Assessment in practice

Curriculum



Learning objectives

Record

Teacher decision 
making

Interpretation

Activity 
completion

Teacher
observation

Task

Learning Oriented Assessment in practice

Informal record

Curriculum



Learning objectives

Record

Feedback &

modify learning 

objectives

Teacher 

decision making
Interpretation

Activity 

completion

Teacher

observation

Learning Oriented Assessment in practice

Task

Informal record

Curriculum



Learning objectives

Record of 

achievement

Feedback &

adapted 

objectives 

Teacher and 

learner decision 

making

Interpretation

Auto-

marking via 

LMS

Teacher

monitoring

Via LMS

Learning Oriented Assessment in practice

Tasks 

via 

LMS

Out of  class

Curriculum



Learning objectives

Learning Oriented Assessment in practice

Teaching and 
Learning

Record of 
achievement



Learning 
objectives

Learning Oriented Assessment in practice

Teaching and 
Learning

Record of 
achievement

Progress tests
School exams

TaskTaskTask



Implementing Learning Oriented Assessment
1. Policy decision Agreement to adopt LOA

2. Education goals Definition of learning objectives

3. Planning and resourcing Need for coherence – joined up approach

4. Setting up the system

5. Implementation

6. Progress/monitoring Measurement   Assessment Evaluation

7. Evaluation Impact studies

LEARNING ORIENTED ASSESSMENT
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Materials

Assessment

Capacity
building

Technology



Implementing Learning Oriented Assessment

• Time and labour intensive

• Reliable data storage and analysis

• Expertise of the teacher 

Challenges

• Teacher training and development

• Learner autonomy

• Learning/teaching materials & technology

Solutions



Course books and teacher’s guides
Learning and teaching materials

Teachers are provided with a full digital 
package in one place: Learning Management 
System plus web tools and clear step-by-step 
guidance on how to use these tools in the 
modern classroom. 

Personalised learning paths outside of the 
classroom give students targeted practice, 
ensuring they spend their time on what they 
need most, and keeping them motivated and 
engaged. 



Digital technology

• Extend learning 
beyond the physical 
classroom

• Enable new forms of 
learning interaction

• Capture new forms of 
evidence for learning

Will need to play 
a crucial role

• Scaffold the learners' 
learning activities

• Remove the 
administrative 
burden of collecting 
and processing 
information

It will assist
the teacher







To summarise…

• Places learners at the centre, individualising learning

• Facilitates life-long learning

• Integrates learning and different types of assessment

• Produces valuable evidence

• Provokes action

• Will imply teacher development

• Facilitated by use of technology

Learning Oriented Assessment



For more information:

• Please refer to the postcard

• Please visit the Cambridge stand

• Please speak to me!

Questions?


